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Hello everyone
Here is the News and Resource bundle for this week. April 22 is Earth Day.
Cheers
Susan 

News Articles:
1. Next PISA to assess Covid impact on students
The Programme for International Student Assessment, or PISA, is the flagship assessment for the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, or OECD. And the next assessment, in 2022, of 15-year-olds will include a new section on how the pandemic has impacted students’ education experience. “I think it’s very important we learn the right lessons from this crisis, and the student perspective has been missing,” said Andreas Schleicher, director of education and skills at the OECD and Pisa coordinator. "We know a lot about school systems, how systems have adapted, but we know very little about how this crisis has affected not only the learning of students, but also their social and emotional development."
Next Pisa to gauge students' Covid experience | Tes
2. Indigenous youth are playing a key role in solving urgent water issues
As part of water quality monitoring research led by Elaine Ho with the Lake Futures Group at the University of Waterloo and Global Water Futures, a collaboration was formed with Music for the Spirit & Indigenous Visual Arts, a youth-led program that provides space for expression, learning and guidance for over 40 students at Six Nations of the Grand River. A teaching from the Mi'kmaw culture is being looked to by some water researchers, to enable a more holistic understanding of a watershed, including interactions between land and water and the social-ecological contexts surrounding them. Etuaptmumk, or “Two-Eyed Seeing” is about learning to see from one eye with Indigenous knowledge, from the other eye with western science and integrating the knowledge to see with both eyes open. The researchers explored ways to share Six Nations youth perspectives with non-Indigenous community members and water managers. For more on these aspects, as well as ways in which youth from Music for the Spirit & Indigenous Visual Arts used different artistic media accompanied by stories to describe their relationships with water, see the complete article.
Indigenous youth are playing a key role in solving urgent water issues (theconversation.com)
3. From friendship springs empathy and social action, youth climate organizer says
In 2016, at the age of 14, Break the Divide co-founder Abhayjeet Singh Sachal was on a Students on Ice expedition from his home in Vancouver, and made friends with some Arctic youth who “talked about the terrible toll climate change and economic insecurity has on them. One profound moment for me was when we stopped by a glacier and I could see and hear the ice melting. But what really galvanized me was my friends sharing that the melting permafrost is causing their houses to break.” With his older brother, Sukhmeet, and Arry Pandher, the network has grown to include high school chapters in British Columbia, Northwest Territories, Taiwan, and South Africa. “As students learn about the impact of climate change on new friends, it becomes personal,” Abhayjeet said in an interview. “That motivates young people to push for change in their own communities; initiatives such as local energy audits, stream cleanups, or setting up mental health support groups. One of my ninth grade friends told me he learned more about Canada, reconciliation and climate change from a two-hour conversation with a young Arctic student than in all his previous social studies classes.”
From friendship springs empathy and social action, youth climate organizer says | National Observer
4. Rewild your kids: why playing outdoors should be a post-pandemic priority
The latest research on children and physical activity levels is grim: this may now be the least fit generation of children in history. This article’s authors, John J Reilly, Professor of Physical Activity and Public Health Science, University of Strathclyde, Scotland, and Mark S Tremblay, Professor of Pediatrics in the Faculty of Medicine, L’Université d’Ottawa/University of Ottawa, note that “Play is so important to childhood that it is enshrined as a human right in article 31 of the UN Rights of Child.” They want to challenge the reasons that outdoor play has become viewed as ‘unsafe’: “fear of children hurting themselves or getting dirty, stranger-danger, sunburn, insect stings, bad weather and darkness.” Their argument is this: “Research from across the developed world has shown that the outdoor environment is relatively safe, while the indoor environment is much less safe than many parents think…. Resurrecting active outdoor play means getting more children outdoors more often and this calls for the rewilding of childhood.”
Rewild your kids: why playing outside should be a post-pandemic priority (theconversation.com)

Resources: 
Resource 1: Earth Day April 22: Take Care of the Planet
Earth Day Canada has unveiled its 2021 campaign produced in collaboration with lg2. Let’s take care of our planet! #TakeCareofthePlanet
Earth Day International has a number of events from April 20-22. Among them, on April 21: Education International will lead the “Teach for the Planet: Global Education Summit.” The multilingual virtual summit will span several time zones and feature prominent activists from every continent, focused on the crucial role that educators play in combating climate change and why we need transformative climate education now. 
Link to the Canadian site: https://earthday.ca/
Link to the International site: https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/
[bookmark: _GoBack]Resource 2: Impact of the COVID-19 virus outbreak on movement and play behaviours of Canadian children and youth: A national survey
This journal article is referred to in the full text of the above news item ‘Rewild your kids’. From the Conclusion: “This study provides evidence of immediate collateral consequences of the COVID-19 outbreak, demonstrating an adverse impact on the movement and play behaviours of Canadian children and youth…. Accordingly, these findings can guide efforts to preserve and promote child health during the COVID-19 outbreak and crisis recovery period, and inform strategies to mitigate potential harm during future pandemics.”
The full article is available through Open Access
Impact of the COVID-19 virus outbreak on movement and play behaviours of Canadian children and youth: a national survey | International Journal of Behavioral Nutrition and Physical Activity | Full Text (biomedcentral.com)

